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" We observe in the Kichmond Enguirer of Tues-
day = reiteration of its efforts to breathe life into
the proposed Convention at Nashville, recommend-
ing to its readers to meet together *as a band of
brothers” to send Delegates from Richmond to the
Nashville Convention. Has the Editor of the
« Enquirer ”” not yet got his eyes open,

on earth are they to go there for? —Oh! says the

ing, they are to ‘ co-operate with Georgia, with
Mississippi, and with the rest of the States of the
South.”” - ‘That is to say, to co-operate in doing
nothing—-unless it be in exposing themselves to the
scoffs.and jeers of the Tennesseans, all friends of
the Union, or 8o nearly all that there is hardly a
dissenting voice. Besides, the Enquirer perfecily
well knows that, if South Carolina and Mississippi
are represented at Nashville at the time appointed,
it is at least doubtful whether any other State will
be : certainly ten out of the fifieen States of the
South will not be, unless by Ruckerite Delegates,
We cut out of the Richmund Whig, the other
day, a truly patriotic and constitutional argument
against the course recommended by the Enquirer,
which we shall not perhaps find a moment more
opportune than the present to place before our

readers :
To the Editors of the IWhig.

I trust the suggestion of a town meeling on the exciting
question of the day will not be pressed. The time for it has
not arrived ; may—nay, we have reason to hope, will never
arrive, The people should not be unmindful, nor permit
otliers to be so, of their true and proud position, their high
yet responsible attributes under our form of government.
Here they constitute the trae court of last resori—the supreme
a=d final arbiter of sll questions arising beyond the Consti-
tution, of intolerable grievances or abuses under it. In their
hands only is the final destiny of this great country for wea
or for wo, for glory or shame, The views of their repre-
sentatives may be disavowed ; the resolutions of their Le-
gislatures be euperseded; the dicfa of their Governors be
disregarded ; even laws of Congress and decisions of
Courts be 1eversed or annulléd when they declare their sove-
weigm will. . From sll these the appea! lies to the people ; by
from the ulthnate decisions ol the people there is no sppeal ;
of them there is no solution, save acquiescence or force, Th
are the extreme medicme of the body politic, and should
be reserved therefore for cases of the last extremity. No such
extremity exists. The controversy al present is confined to
our representatives ; between them it has not even yet as
sumed a definite shape, ard the modifications it is undergoing
seem of good rather than of evil omen. The late violest out-
burst of feelings and :Einions leng pent up, or but half dis-
closed, have relieved the lowering clouds ; and the uncheck-
ed license of debate, like the lightnings of the tempest, has
served to show the breakers on which the good ship was
driving, in time, I humbly trus!, to save her. If we do net
yet see what will save the Union, we see plainly enough, at
feast, something that would destroy it, The pretension that
this is a pro slavery Government, and the demard, by new
azd almost absurd concessions, or by forced interpretations of
the Constitution, for its aclfive inlervention in favor of slave-
ry, all calm and sensible men see are demands that cannot be

isted in consistently with the preservation of the Union.
he pretension, on the other hand, that this is an anti-slave-
:g Government—the sophistry by which bad men, eluding

e plain provisions of the Constitution, seek to render it ac-

tively inimical to that institution—all men must see will, in
ike manner, if persisted in, sign the dea's-warrant of the
nion. Between these extremes lies the path of safety and
of truth. It was found amid similar pretensions when the
Constitution was formed, in provisions that met the concur-
rence of Anams and Manisow, of Frasxery and of Pisex-
wxrx—of the great body of the Convention and of the patriotic
massasof the people, North and South, May we not hopeit will
be fuurd again in a fair and just interprefation of tho- e provi-
sions and :ail:iml measures, for the fulfi'ment of the obligations
they impose, which shall be soncurred in by Crar, and Cass,
and Wgpsrza, by the Senate ard the House, sustained as
they will be by the wise and good, the mod- rate and patriotic,
from ore end of the Union to the other ? In their hands let
us leave it. At present we might but embarrass then in the

good work to which they have devoted themselves.

Waisaingrox.

Wholly unsuspicious of any allusion to the Na-
tional Intelligencer in the Letter of Mr. CriNe-
MaN, (published on, the last page to-day) until it
was pointed out 10 us by the Foreman of the office
after it was put in type, we have been made aware
of it too late to notice it altogether as it deserves,
were we disposed to do so. But we have no such
dieposition : for we have a kind feeling towards
Mr. Crixeman, and have felt no other emotion at
the course which he has thought it his duty to take
in the present conjuncture but that of regret that he
should have so committed himself in favor of mea-
sures, if not of actual violence, yet looking to-
wards it.

We can assure Mr. CLiNaman, whose means of
knewing the state of public opinjon all over this
country are necessarily more limited than ours, that

in its most favorable aspect the Nashville Conven-|

tion is condemned by a great majority of the People
of the South. Indeed, no part of the People of
the South have ever, that we have seen, ealled for
the measure. The agitation of the question of a
Southern Convention has been purely the work of
the Politicians of the South ; and the People have
oot 1o any considerable extent engaged in it.

With regard to public opinion as indicated by
the Press, we speak within bounds when we say,
that out of the two hundred and fifty or three hun-
dred papers in the South and Southwest which are
received at this office, not fifiy have at any time
favored the project of the Nashville Convention ;
and, of those fifty,comparatively few now continue
to advocate it. On the contrary, the following,
from an Alabama paper, which has caught our eye
since seeing Mr, C.'s letter, expresses a sentiment
which (speaking of the States of the South and
Southwest in the sggregate) may be said to be
general among their People : '

rrod '‘ THE serxa ngronren” or mancu 29,
‘We have heard of but one call for n meeting of the People

ters.

€Y | acceptable to the people of the district.

fromall parts of the South have come to hand containing

gislature last winter in reference to the Nashville Convention,
The people remain calm and imperturbable, nolwithstanding
the incessant wiulatisns which are kept up in eerlain quar-
We applaud their good sense snd acute discemment.
No man dares 10 ssy that the people of Alabama have not the
sense t0 understand their rights and the spirit to maintain
them. Why, then, if this Nashville Convention presents
the true test by which the friends and enemies of the South
are to be sscertained—as some of the Democratic orgens of
Alabama have had the sagacity to discern—have the people
been so tardy, vo unpatriotically slothful in proclaiming their
approbation of its objects and anxiety to be represented in it /
They love the Union—the South are as quick to spprehend
danger to their rights, and as bold to protect them, ss those
who periodically usurp the province of speaking for them and
in their names through the editorials of the public press.
Yet, notwithstanding all the inflammatory appeals which have
been made to them, and the reproachful slang which has
been let f‘i’ in wuch abundant sluices upon those who have
apenly opposed this Convention, there has been but one call,
; v heard, for a meeting of the pecple to ratify

y..

B rtof a plot Dissolation of the Union, | ¢ry under the imposing head of « Public Senti- tion of the same may be consistent witt wblicT PR nf waa not done. . After the adoption
- % pyoy 3 : ' 4 S 4 =y - he present censtitution, the Legisiature of V . b
is really harmless, b » when the Delegates.get | nens in Georgia,” having copied cerain para-| MIR-“ mmw n:‘mt reslution passed in the year 1739, tendered. to Congress ten
to Nashville—if ever they get l.herle-»ﬂ]ey are 10| graphs from the Macon Telegraph,the Augus(a | having been -:Fn’h{. me sgent 1o thal eoun- | TUER Mdusre t‘:‘:h;n tcrrit;ry tzz Virginia, o}o be fehcltdi:rithin
do nothing? If they are to do nothing there, what| Chyonicle und Sentinel of last Saturday makes f.’.'.., o 05 gl Sy ot Suns: oy cm 81| contty Dosidiigs o s Koo Lo oL i, dmpatiin

thereon the following comments :

“The obvious purpose and tencr of these paragraphs and

their publication, are to make the impression on the minds of
persous not familiar with the facts, that Georgia is moving
forward in support of the Nashville Convention.  The trufh
is precisely the reverse; and if the writer had sel out to in-
dite a paragraph designed to misrepresent the state of public
feeling in Lhe State, he could not have more successfully ac

complished his purpose than in this instance. It cannof be
denied that the whole movement is an entire failure, a mis-
erable abortion, and is so pronounced by every candid man
who values his charater for veracity, who is familiar with (he
actual state of things. The pretended maetings have been
like angels'visits, ** few and far between,” and not one of
them, in any section of the Etate, have been even respectable
in point of numbers. Indeed, such has been the total indif-
ference with which the whole thing has been received by the
people, that several instances have occurred in which warm
advocates of the Convention have declined a nomination to
serve as delegates alone upon that ground ; that public senti-
ment seemed not to favor the project, or was totally indif-
ferent to it.

¢ Sincethe foregoing was prepared we have received the fol-
lowing notice in- the Soutkern Banner of a Convention held
in Gainesville, the published proceedings of which seem to
have studicusly avoided any allusion to the number of coun-
ties represented or the delegates in attendance. Rather an
ominous fact. The Banner says :

“ The Gainesville Convention.—An account of the pro-
ceedings of this body will be found in another column of to-
day's paper.  Only four counties of the nine composing the
Bixth Congressional district were represented. They were
Walton, Jackson, Hall, and Habersham. The Whigs were
ﬁmmad only from the counties of Habersham and Hall.

ere was not a quorum of the district present ; and hence
Mr. Thurmond of Jackson was :rpoae«l to the nomination.
The members, however, proceeded to the nomination of dele-
gates to the Southern Convention, no doubt considering
their action altogether recommendatory, and not obligatory in
a party sense upon either of the two great political divisions.
In this light we are willing to consider it, and to t the
uomination as in accordsnce with publi¢ sentiment. e do
not doubt that both of the distinguished nominees are entirely

¢ We have also received the reply of Dr. MiLrzx, cf Cass,
to the committee who informed him of his nomination by the
Cassville Convention, from which we make the following
extract :

I am very sensible of the distinction conferred by the se-
lection, and regret that I cannot accept it frankly and without
reservation. But the fact that only a portion of the counties
composing the dis‘rict was represented at Cassville, ard some
of them but partially, justifies the inference that the people of
the remainder either desire no representation in the Southern
Convention or are quite indifferent upon the subject.”

So much for * public sentiment in Georgia !"
Had we time, we might add many other extracts
from the Southern press expressingggpinions simi-
lar to the above ; but we must, for the present, limit
ourselves to two or three more, taken from the pa-
pers received yesterday, and nearest at hand :

FROM THE NORTH CAROLINA ARGUS.
From all we can learn from our exchanges, there is a great
deal more opposition to the proposed Nashville Convention
than we had any thought there would have been. Papers

resolutions opposed to it. They give as a reason that the
proposed Convention, they fear, will have a tendency to
weaken the bonds that hold the Btates together. . We remark,
however, a universal spirit of opposition to any thing calcu-
lated to compromise the honor of the South. Those who are
in favor of the Nashville Convention are sincere in the belief
ofits efficacy, if not to adjust the present difficulty, at least to
strengthen the hands of Southern Congressmen ; whilst the
opposers of the Convention take the ground that it will tend
towards disunios, trammel our Representatives in Congress,
or at least do no good, &c. * * * *
FROM THE PATETTEVILLE (¥. ¢ ) OBSERVER uF ARPRIL 2.

Afler the busiress of the Whig meeting in Chatham was
oncluded, M. Q. Wanpzcir, Esq. offered a series of resolu-
tions expressing reverence for the Constitution and attach-
ment to the Union ; deprecating sectional feelings ; disapprov-
ing of the proposed Nashville Convention, as useless or dan-
gerous ; and, finally, avowing a determination at all hazards to
maintain the rights of the Soath as connected with the insti-
tution of slavery. Joax Kram, Esq. eloquently advocated
theze resolutions, and they were adoped, in a large assem-
blage of Whigs and Demoerats, with ouly two dissenting
voices.

FROM THE RICHMOND TIMES OF THURSDAY, ARRIL 4.

The Enquirer bas published for two days past a notice to
the citizens of Richmond that a public meeting will be held on |
Saturdsy eveniog next, April 8, to respond to the action of
the Legislature on the subject of the Nashville Coavention.

Y, APRIL 6, 1850.

€LAIM OF THE STATE OF VIRGINIA.
M. MASON. 1 present the memorial of the president
and d.l.!aﬂ_uu of the Orange and Alexandria Railroad Com-
¥, aeking the payment of the sum of $120,000, advacced

: . g of| Y the State of Virginia to the Government of the United
the Uit B¢ e bt aad | Bates, by roolution of 39th Drcember, 1790, aud tansierred
ardontl o bo peinied ’ ’ 7= | 10 the petitioners, asking its repeyment with interest, to aid in
" Wasarssrox, Armz 3 1850, , awsoction of this saliresd.

T the ¢ of the United ey 2 X This elaim being in fact the groperty of the Stata of Virgi-
1 !c:ml. tranalstion s e date the 20th of nis, although now transferred to one of the railroad companies
fait mm&" add e - “""”! of State by the Miltise] 107 ' purpose of intercal improvement, requires that Lshiould
tor of the Me ressed e lited to this € _ | make s very brief statement of the facts of the case. In do-
b : lh: m" :Wuf“hlhallﬂﬂ ¢ with reforena W:tl will occupy the stiention of the Benate but for a
the eontrol of wild Indians of the United States on the y
tier of Mexico, as sti for in the eleventh anticle 0
treaty of Guadslupe Hidalgo. Z. TAYLC

INSTRUCTIONS TO OUR AGENT IN HUNG

 CONGRESS.

[£ztracts from owr Daily Reporh?

I appears that, as early a¢ the year 1734, before the adop-
our present constitwtion, the States then confederated
thought it necessary (o establish what was called at that day

& “federal city,” or ** federal town ;” and a resolution was

™ of z -
& -m*m-m (e coated . 'ni:dm&qﬁwm&m'i:
mi not
=1 coneurience of these mine States. The records of that d
show that the difficalty was the inabitit

D the same year a resolution was passed, proposing on
¢ of T:rgiuin that, if Congress should locate these ten
mild square within the limits of that State, the Government

to Austria, referred 1o in those instructions, and of ather
papers disclosing the policy of this Government in refer-
ence to Hongary and her people. [ also transmit, in com-

The sixth rule of the Senate ia in the following words :
! * When a mermber shall be called w0 order by the President
or & Senator he shall sit down, and every question of order
shall be decided by the President without debate, subject to
an appeal to the Senate ; and the President may call for the
sense of the Senate on any question of order.”

It will be seen that this rule does not expressly confer the
power of ealling to order either upon the President or a Se-
uator, but impliedly sdmits that power in each, and declares
the consequences of such call.

The constitunional provisions bearing upon this subject are
very brief. Tihe first is :

** The Vice President of the Upited States shall be Presi-
dent of the Senate, and shall have no vote unless they be
equally dividded.” v
The next is : L
** Each House may determine the rules of its proceedings,
punish its memera for disorderdy behavior, and, with llm con-
eurrenee of twosthirds, expel a saeber.”

The following was received from the P ed Ly the old Congress on the 23d of December, 1784, | The first clause which [ have quoted confers no express
the United States ; wus read, laid on the ng that the location of this federal town should be made | powers, yet the general powers and duties of a presiding
ordered (o be printed - r the lower falls of the river Delaware, A proposition was | officer in ‘a parliamentary dedste were well understood by the

Wasmimeroes, Mancn 28, e uced into the old Congress for the urpoes of appropri- | framers of the constitution, and it can hardly be doubted that
To the Senate of the United Siades: & sum of money for erecting lWhL buildings on the lht‘? intended to confer upon the Vice President those powers,
In compliance . Bat it required, as we know, under thearti | and required of him the preformance of those duties. Bat

the power expresily 1w make

of its members, mm:

procesdings, elearl W
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its presiding officer.  Wkat, then, are we to understand from

this'rule !

I have availed myself of the leisure afforded by the last

recess, to look into the history of this rule, that I might, if

f‘mibie, gather from it the intent of the Senate in adopting it,
find that one of the first acts of this body, in 1789, was to

appoint a committee to ** prepare a system of rules for conduct-

ing business in the Senate.”

at commitiee reported a oumber of rules, which were

adopted, and among the rest the two following :

“* 18th. When a member shall be ealled to order, he shall

sit down until the President shall have determined whether

gencer.

¢ Egeculive,” the information contained in it being such as
will be found, on examination, most appropristely to belong
to the Senate in the exercise of its executive functions. The

ublication of this correspondence of the agent sent by me to
l;-lmgnry, is a matter referred entirely to the judgment and
discretion of the Benate.

It will be seen, by the documents now transmitted, that no
minister or agent was accredited by the Government of Hun-
gary to this Government at any period since I came into of-
fice ; nor was any communication ever received by this Gov-
ernment from the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Hungary, or
any other executive cfficer authorized to act in her behalf,

My purpose, as freely avowed in this dence, was
to have acknowledged the independence of Hungary, had she
succeeded in establishing a government de faclu, on a basis
sufficiently permanent in its character to bave justified me in
doing so, according to the usagés and settled principles of this
Government ; and although she is now fallen, and many of
her gallant patriots are in exile or in chains, I am free #till to
declare that had she been successful in the maintenance of
such a government as we could have recognized, we should
have been the first to welcome her into the family of nations.

Z. TAYLOR.

The VICE PRESIDENT sannounced from the chair the
following Senators ae the committce on the part of the Senate
to attend the remains of the Hon. Jorw C. Cauvmovx to his
native State : Mr. Masow, Mr. Davis, of Mississippi, Mr,
Brrnrex, Mr. Wensten, Mr. Dickiwsox, aud Mr. Donex,
of Iowa. .

Also, that Mr, Arcarsox fill the place on the Committee
of Foreign Relations made vacant by Mr. Benrox having
been excused from further service on the same.

The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a com-
munication from the Department of War, made in compliance
with a resolution of the Senate of the 25th ultimo, requesting
1o be furniched as soon as practicable with any recent report
or other information in reference to the geology and topogra-
phy of California ; mnmiugg the reports of Brevet Major
General 8mith and Brevet Brigadier General Riley, and a
from the colonel ofithe corps of topc 'of'OM

commuication .
the

engineers, with a copy of a merfloir
lifornia addressed to him by Philip T. Tyson, Esq. ; which
was laid upon the table and ordered ta be printed.

The \'I%E PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a pream-
ble and resolutions of the Legislature of Michigan in relation
to the questions in controversy between the States, and de-
claring the unalterable attachment of the people of that State
to the Federal Union ; which were ordered to lie on the table
and be printed.

Mr. BENTON presented a memorial of certaic: settlers on
the public lands in the county of St. Louis, Missouri, asking
to be allowed the Tight of pre-emption to the lands on which
they have settled ; which was referred to the Committee on
the Public Lands.

Mr. WEBSTER presented the memorial of Wm. H.|

Chase, Enying to be released from two judgments obtained
sgainst him by the United States on certsin bonds, as given
by him as President of the Alabama, Florida, and Georgia
Railroad Company, for the payment of the duties on railroad
iren imported for the use of that company ; which was refer-
red to the Committee on Commerce.
_ Mr. UNDERWOOD presented a resolution of the Legis-
Iature of Kentucky, instructing the Senators and requesting
the Representatives of that State in Congress to use their ex-
ertions to procure the enactment of a law granting pensions
to the officers, soldiers, and volunteers who served in the
army under Gen. Wayne, and bounty lands to the officers,
suldiers, and volunteers who served in the lust war with Great
Britain, and to the officers in the late war with Mexico ; which
was referred to the Committee on Pensions.

Mr. CORWIN presented a petition of citizens of Philadel-
phia, Pennsylvania, asking that no State may be hereafter

ly prohibit alavery within its limits ; a petition of citizens of
the same place, asking that slavery and the slave trade may
be prohibited in all the Territories of the United States ; and
a petition of the same, asking that slavery and the slave trade
may be abolished in the District of Columbia, or the seat of
government removed therefrom ; which several petitions were
ordered to lie on the table.

Mr. HAMLIN presented three petitions of citizena of Pe-
nobscot county, Maine, azking that the right of trisl by jury
may be secured by law to fugitive slaves ; also, two petitions
from the same, in favor of the prohibition of slavery and the
slave trade in all the Territories ; also, a petition of citizens of
Cumberland county, Maiue, sgains. the admissior of any
State into the Union in which slavery is not prohibiled ; alse,
@ petition of citizens of Penobscot county and Cumberland
county, Maine, asking that the slave trade may be abolished
in the District of Columbia or the seat of government re-
$:verl ; all of which several pe'itions wera brdeced to lis on

table. . ’

Mr. CLAY. I present a memorial, signed by members of
the General Assembly of Kentucky, asking that Columises
on the Mississippi river, may be made the eastern terminus of
a railroad to the Pacific ocean, and that an appropriation
may be made for execwing the survey of the route of the said
rail:oad. The petition is oot loug, and embraces in sub-
stance a number of very strong reasons for making Co-
lumbus the terminus of the road to the Pacific. Some of
these reasons are, that there is near that point a railroad in
coutemplation from Mobile to the State of Kentucky ; that|
there is a connexion with the railroad from Charleston and
Savannsh, through Tennessee, near the same point ; and that

The first cail of this meering was sent to us in proof-shee’,
from the Enquirer office, on Monday last, and was in the |
form of a communicatiun, sigoed *“ Many Citizens.”" Aswe |
did not learn who was respoasible for the article, and as its |
subject was one of serious inmportance, we determined not to |

publish it unti! we should be eatisfisd that there was cowe- |

there are otker railroads in contemplation, conoecting that
point, or near it, with the Atlaatic ciiies. [ move that, with-
out reading, the petition be referred to the Commitiee on
Roads and Canals, and [ ask that it be printed.

The mation to refer was agreed to, and the motion to print
was als0 by unanimous consent adopted.

Mr, CLAY. Mr, President, [ present a petition of citi-

. - resolution of the Senate, but in & separate of Virginia would advance 2 sum of money for the purpose of
Ph.l::::. ml;'of the i-.::mmnpondm';:‘ eMr_ M::;'m the | 3idin in the erection of the necessary public buildings. " That
F:pinmmt of State. The latter I have cansed 1o be marked | F80l%tion of the State of Virgivis, it appears, did not meet

admilted into the Union whose constitution does not express- | P

thing like a general desire for the proposed meeting at the | zensof Lewis county, Kentuoky, ssking that the right of trjal
time suggested. | by jury may be secured by law to fugitive slaves, arrested in

From such inquiries as we have been able to make, we are | any other State than that in which their servica is cjsie med.
: T | Alsy, a petition from citizens of the same coun'y and Siate,
persusded that such of the community as have ssen the no- | n!kit;g th’: no State may heresfter be admitted into the Unio::

tice—and there are many who have not—have been taken | hose constitution does not expresaly probibit slasery within

gomewhat by surprise ; and we think it is the general senti- | ita limits. Alsn, a petition of the same, asking that slavery

ment that the meeting should be postponed to a later day, | and thuf sll:ui ‘trla;:; :!! be P""’;‘hi“@ by :_" i"w‘" the "":'

There is undoubtedly much difference of opinion pre. | tories of the Lni States ; and a petition from the same, a<k-

vailing on this subject, ‘:rhiltl we believe there ilp nons wf.n- ] ey it Suvely e f Ely o m:'l;:.d . :hz

ever as to maintaining the South aaiti f resi e et g g b e gn o s
g uthern position of resistance (0 | therefrom.

obation of the Congress of the United States ; for the
firet ot locating the ten miles square for purposes of federal
ment was an act passed on the 16th of July, 1790, by
the location of the seat of government was fixed on the
easter] side of the Potornac river, in the State of Maryland,
and cqnmissioners were appointed to locate it any where on
ern side of the river, between the mouths of the
rn Branch” and the ¢ Connegocheque™ rivere. That

he is in order or not.  Every question of ovder shall be de-
cided by the President without debate ; and if there be a doubt
in his mind, he may call for the sense of the Senate,

“17th. Ifa member be eulled to order for words spoken,
the exceptionable words shall be immediately taken down in
writing, that the President may be better enabled to judge of
the matter.”

These rules remained the same until 1828; butin 1926
Mr. Calboun, then Vice-President, declared that, in his
opinion, he had no authority to csll a Senator to order for
words spoken in debate. In 1328 the rules were referred to
@ commiltee for revision, and were reported without any

of the act gave authority to the President of the Uni-
s 10 acoept grunts of money to defray the expense of
ing and erecting public building=. In the same year,
n the 37th of December, a resslution was passed by
ejeral Assembly of Virginia suthorizing the advance of

public kildings within the ten miles square, the seat of gov-

to be located on the Maryland side.

. The pllowing year, 1791, on the third of March, an act
aged by the Congress of the United States, requiring

rt of the Federal Government that the seat of gov-

two acts the District of Columbia was eventually
dso as to embrace a portion of the territory of beth
States The resolution of Virginia passed in 1790 was
com with, and $120,000 was advanced to the General
Go t, toaid in the erection of the public buildings.
Itis to refer here 1o a part of the history of the trans-
action. When thisresolution was on its passage in the Gene-
ral bly, ae the journals of that day show, it was re-
porl:r:?"l bill for granting to the President of the United
Statey the sum of $120,000, for the purpose of erecting pub-
lie ings agreeably to the resolution of the last Assem-
bly," 'and those journals aleo show how, while that resolution
was in progress before the General Assembly, an effort was
made to change the proposed ‘*advance” of money to a
“grant’ to the United Siates, for the purpose of auding in
electing the public buildings. It will be found that that pro-
position was refused ; that they refused to makeita grand, and
the resolution passed. It remuiged authorizing only the ad-
vance of so much -~ Eventaally, witen the resolution

as passed, the title wls changed, and ‘it wits called by its
title, “*an act concerning the advance of mooey to the Gov-
ernment of the Uniled States, for the purpose of ereciing
public buildings.” I think it right to state this, because it is
o claim due to the State of Virginia, although transferrsd to
thp Orange and Alexandria railroad company. I feel thus
authorized to say that this is a debt now due from the Gene-
ral Government to the State of Virginia. The prayer of the
petition is that it be refunded with proper interest under the
assignment made by the General Assembiy to this Railroad
Company. I ask that the petition be referred to the Com-
mittee of Claims. The moticn was agreed to.

AMENDMENTE TO THE CONSTITUTION,

Mr. UNDERWOOD. [rise to present the joint resolu-
tion of which I gave notice a few mornings since, in order
that it may lie on the table and be printed. Herealter, when
I shall ask its reference, [ shall beg leave of the Senate to state
the object I have in view in presenting it.

The resolution is as follows :

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of

amendment to these rules; but when they came up for con-
sideration in the Senate they were amended so as to read as
they now do, namely : -
_“6ih, When a member shall be called to order by the Pre-
sident or a Senator, he shull sit down ; and every question of
opder shall be decided by the President without debate, sub-
Jeet 10 an appesl to the Senate; and the President may eall
tor the sense of the Senate on any question of order.
“Tih. If 2 member be called to order by a Senator for
words spoken, the exceptionable words shall immediately be
taken down in writing, that the President may be better en-
abled to judge of the matter.”
[t will be seen by the comparison that the proposed rule
u‘})rualy recognised the authority in the President to eall to
order, and gave an appeal from: his decision, which the former
rules did not.
It also made a distinction between a call to order for
words spoken by the President, and by a Senator for words
spoken, by requiring in the latter case that the objectionable
words should be reduced to writing, but not in the former.
On this amerdment a long and interesting debate sprung up,
which may be found in Gales & Seaton’s Reg. of Deb., vol.
4, pt. 1, p. 278 to 341 ; and in this debate, though Benators
differed widely asto the power of the President to call to order
without the smendment, and as to the policy of adopting ity
yet ali seemed to conclude that, if adopted, he would have less
power, and the amendment was finally agreed to by a vote of
more than two to ore; and thereupon it is reported that Mr.
Calhoun—

¢ The Viece PrEsipenT, then rose znd sid, that he took

this opportunity te expeess his entire satisfction with that
portion of the amendment giving to Senators the right of
sppeal feom thedecision of the Chair, as 2 was vot ace
cording to strict principle, but would relieve the Chair from a

most delicate duty. As to the power conferred uvpon the
Chair it was not for him to speak, but he assured the Senate
that he should always endeavor to exerciseit with strict im-
partiality.

It appears to me, then, with all due respect to the opinions
of others, that this rule recognised the power to eall to order
in the Vice President, and, by implication at least, conferred
that power upon him.

The next ynestion is, does the possession of the power
impose any cuty to exercise it ’

The power, it will be seen, is conferred equally upon the
Chair and every member of the Senate, and in precisely the
same [anguage. Is the duty then more imperative upon the
President than upon any and every member of the Senate to
perform the unplessant but necessary task of exercising it’
There is a marked distinction betwewn this rule and the cor-
r«f«mding rule of the House of Representatives. By the
224 roie of that body a member may call to order, but
it is mads the imperative duty of the Speaker to do so. The
words are :

the United Swates of JAmerica in Congress gasembled, That
the following amendments to the constitution be proposed and
recommended to the Legislatures of the several States for
their ratification, to wit: .

Amend the seventh section of the ficst article by striking out
the words, ** twosthirds of that House,”* wherever they occur,
and insert the words, ** 2 majarity of:jl the members to which
that House may be entitled.” i

. Amend the first section of the seeond article by inserting,
after the words “ fourteen years a resident within the United
Stutes,” the following words,  nor shall the person elected be
eligible to that office for the suceading four years akter the ex-
iration of the ¢erin tor which he was elected,”

Amend the first section of th2 third acticle by adling there-
to the fellowing, ** whenever a majority of all the members to
which the Senate is entitled by law, and a like ma)srity of the
members of the House of Representatives, shall eoncur in an
address to the President for the removal of say judge, his office
shall be vacant from the day of the delivery of such address,
and the President shall proceed to fill the same in the manner

scribed by law."

F'f&mcnd I.L{E constitution v the two additional artieles fol-
lowing :

Art. 14. The tenure ofall offices, and the mode of removal
from office, shall be regulated by Iaw, those cases exoepted
whieh are provided for in the coastitution. o

Art. 15. Senatorsand Represantatives shall not be eligisle
to any office, on the nomination ol the Presideat, during the
time for which they were respectively elected (o serve inthe
Congress of the United States, dnd for two years uext ensuing
the expiration thevsot : Provided, however, The President

may select the heads of the D=partments from the members of |

Co :
ncu;r.-e'.f, That when three-fourths of the Legislatures of

the several States shall ratify the foregoing proposed amend-
ments, or any one or more'of them, the same;, when so ratified,
shall be valid, to all intents and purposes, as part ol the con-
stitution.

The resolution was ordered to be printed.

DECORUM IN DEBATE.

The VICE PRESIDENT. There being no further mora-
iog business, the Chair claims the indulgence of the Senate
to submit a few remarks ia relation to his own powers and
duties to preserve order.

On sssuming the responsible daty as presiding officer of this
body, I trusted that no occasion would arise when it would be-
come necessary fur the Chair to interpose lo preserve order in
debate. I could not disguize the fact that, by possibility, such a
necessity might arise. I therefore inquired of some of the Sena-
tors o kKnow what had been the usage on thissubjec’, and was
informed that the genera! practice bad been, since Mr. Calhoun
acied as Vice President, not to interfere unless a question of or-
der was made by some Sepator. Iwas informed that that distin-
guished and now lamented person bad declined ‘o exercise the
power of calling t order for words spoken in debate, on the
ground that he had no authority to do so.

Under these circumstances, though my opinion waa strongly
in favor of the power, with or without the rule t) authorize it,
[ thought it most prudent not bastily to assume the exercise of
it, but to wait until the course of events should show that it
was necessary. [t appears to me that that time has now n;-\
rived, and that the Senate should know my opinion on this
subject, and the powers which, after matare reflsction, [ think
are vested in the Uhair, and the eorresponding duties which they

aggressive measures. Many are not salistied that the Nash- | | wish to discharge myself of these petitions, sir, thoozh [

ville Convention is designed to te the measure of consultation
anl frisndly warning, which its advocates in the Legistature
represented. They apprehend somo hidden purpose of  dis-
union per s2,” into which they may be unconsciously en-
tapped. Ia this state of the public mind thers is need for dis- |
cussion, consideration, reflection, before any public demoa-
stration is attempted.

Monraritr ar Ssa.—The

should have been glad if the petitioners had selscted some other
channel for their presantation’ here. They come from my |
own Btate ; but, although signed by a number of persons, Tam
quite sure these petitions do not express the sentiment of any
large cumber of persons in the county from which they come,
or any other county in Kentucky. They are papers chiefly
signad by the ssmo persons; the heads of them are printed,
and sppear to be got up by concert and design, betweon 3 few
abolivonists who have found their way to that quarter. How-

| [ desire the advice of the Senate to correct me.

packet ship Siddons, from

ever that may be, here they are; they ave sent to me, nad |
pamengers during the

Liverpool, lost thirty of her wish to get rid of them ; I therefore ask that they may be re-

in this Stato to retify the action of the members of the Le-

Siddons loft Liverpool | ceived and disposed of as other similar petilions have been.

impose. IfIam wrongin the conciusion at which [ havearrived,
I therefore
thick it better to state them now, when there is the opportu-
nity for a cool and dispas-ionate examination, rather than
wait until they are called into action by some scene of excite-
ment which may be unfavorable to dispassionate deliberation
ard advice. For, while [ should shrink from no resporsi-
hilities which the office with which I am honored imposes
gpon me, [ would most scrapulously avoid the assumption of
any power not conferred by the comstitution and rules of
this body. 3
The question then presents itself, ‘ Has the Vice Presi-

Soma though the |
rule had been since changed, and others not; but then there |
stll secmed to be a difference of opiniom as i the power. |

“If any member in speaking or otherwise transgresses the
rules of the House, the Speaker shal, or any member may,
call to order,” &e.

It is, perhaps, to be regretted, if the Senate desires that its
presiding officer should perform this delicate and ungracious
daty, that its rule had not been equally explicit with that of
the House.

The reas:n why Senators 8o seldom interfere by calling
each other to order, is doubtless because they fear that their
motives may be misunderstood. They do not like to appear
as voluntesrs in the discharge of such an invidious duty.
The same feeling must to some extent operate upon the
Chair, unless his duty be paipable. But, upon mature re-
flection, I have come to the conclusion, though the authority
be the same, yet that the duty may be more imperative upon
the Chair than upon the Senate, and that if the painful ne-
cassity shail hereafter arise, I shall feel bound to discharge my
daty accordingly. I shall endeavor to do it with the ntmost
impartiality and . [know how difficult it is to deter-
mine what is and what is not in order; to restrain improper
language, and yet not abridge the freedom of debate. But

the strict rale of parliamentary decorum be checked, as a elight
attack or even insinuation of a personal character ofien pro-
vokes a mora severe retort, which brings out a more disorderly
reply, each Senator feeling a justification in the previous ag-
gression. There is, therefore, no point 8o proper to interpose
for the preservation of order as to check the first violation of it.

If, in my anxiety todo this, I should sometimes make a mis-
take, I am happy to know that the Senate has the remedy in
its own bands, and that, by an appeal, my error may be cor-
rected without injury to any one.  Or, if I bave wholly mis-
taken my duty in this delicate matter, the action of the Sen-
ate will soon convince me of that fac!, and in that event [
shall cheerfully leave it to the disposition of the Senate. But
[ have an undoubling confidence that while [ am right I shall
be fully sustained.

I trust [ shall be pardoned for making one or two sugges-
tions on some points of minor importance. This bdy has

decorum that [ cannot but apprebend that some neglect on my
part renders these remarks necessary. We all know that
many liitle irregularities may be tolerited inf a small body that
would cavse much disorder in a large ore. The Senate has
increased from tweniy-six to sixty members. The natura
tendency of the increase of members is to relax the discipline ;
that when the strict observance of rules is most essential to
the digrity end comfort of the body, it is the most difficult to
enforce.
The secord rule is a very salutary ome, but perhaps too
stringent (o be ‘always observed in practice. It reads as
follows

“ No member shall speak to ansther, or otherwise interrupt
the business of the Senate, or read any newspaper, while
the journals or public papers are reading, or when any mem-
ber is speaking inany debate.”

Mr. J.fferson, in his Manual, (page 140,) which seems to
be a esde of common law for the regulation of all parliamen-

"tary debates in the country, says that no one is to disturb

another in his speech, e, nor to pass between the Spesker
and the epeaking member. These are comparatively trifling
ma'ters, and yet the rules and law of the Senate would seem
to require that its presiding officer should see them enforced.
I trust, howaver, that it is only necessary to call atiention to
them (o ensure their observance by every Senator, But the

all must see how important it is that the first departure from l

been so long and so justly distinguished for its dignity and !

No. 460.

As presiding officer of the Senate, [ feel that my duly con~
sists in executing its law, as Jeclared by its rules and by its
practice. If these rules are too strict, it would be better to
modify than violate them. But we have a common interest
and feel a common pride in the orderar.d dignity of this body,
and I therefore feel that I can appeal with confidence to every
Senator o aid me in enforcing these salutary regulations. [
feel it my duty to say thus much before proceeding to the
course of action [ have decided upen. h -

Mr. FOOTE. As an affair in which I was a panici
has been alluded .to in a manner satisfactory to myself, if not
to other Senators ; I beg leave to state now what lintended (o
state s day or two ago, that if, on the oceasion referred to, I eitker
by word or deed, did any thing thet this Senate, as a legisla-
tive body, would consider as disrespectful to it in its corporate
capacity, [ avow the most profound regret for having done
so, and I trust tbe Senale will make due allowance for
the natural infirmities to which we are all stbject, ard for
any error of conduct that may bave misen ot the moment.

. KING. I bave listened with grest afion fo the
statement of the presiding officer, and entirely concur in the
that position. [t is nece Niecessary,
that those d _ performed by the Vice
4P , or any other m’ﬁnl officer whom the Senate may
select in his sbeence. sherld fer! it to be thehr impera-
tive duty to enforce order, 10 protect in dehate, and
pu dwnnrz species of disorder. :M-.:hmﬁu.thn
we may bave this statement placed on the journal, as a guide

to other ;nnidinf officers, and ¥ move that it be placed there,
if it meets, ae [ trust it will, the full approbation of the
Senate,

The motion to enter the Vice President’s statement on the
journal was agreed to unanimously.

Mr. BRADBURY, I move that the remarks which kave
just been ordered to be entered on the journal of the Senate,
be printed, that they may be accessible, and bound up with
other documents.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The motion goes to tke
Printing Committee,

SBeveral SzwaToms.
once.

Oh [et the vote be takem ov ilat
The motion to prirt was agreed to. :

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.
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The SPEAKER then stated that since the meeting of the
House he had received a communication which he felt it his
duty to lay before the House, that the body might take sueh
aclion in the mutter as they deemed proper.

The following communication from the Secretary of War
was then read by the clerk : )

WasmixeTow, ApriL 3, 1950,

Sin : My official connexion with the Government autha-
rizes me, in my judgment, to ask, und have aceorded to me by
the House over which you preside, a prompt and full investi-
gation, in such munner as it may think proper, of my conduct
and relation to the claim of the representative®ot George
Galphin ; whieh ¢laim has been adjudicated and paid at one of
the Departments of the Government, and is now attracting
public attention. 3 i

I have the hond® to be, very respectfully, your chedient
servant, GEO. W. CRAWFURD.

Hon. HowerLr Cons, o : ’

Speaker of the House of RepreseMatives.

Mr. TOOMBS moved that a committee of nine members
be appointed by the Chair to take into considerstion the sub-
jeet of the communication just read, snd askéd to be excused
from serving on the committer, on account of his personal
relations to the Secretary of War, and because, from a fu!l and
thorough knowledge of the facts, his mind was made up.

‘The motion of Mr. Tooxns was agreed to.

ANOTHER TERRITORIAL COMPROMISE PROPOSED.

On motion of Mr. BAYLY, the House then resolved itself
into Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union,
(Mr. Borv, of Kentucky, in the chair,) and resumed the
consideration of the message of the President, tranemitting
the constitution of the State of Californin. :

Mr. McCLERNAND (Mr. Ricaampsox, who was enti-
tled “to the floor, yielding) gave notice of his intention to
offer at the ime, 35 a compromise 10 the questicn
slavery, a bill having for its basis the following objects,
made explanatory remarks thereon.

1st. The biil provides for the admission of the State of Ca-
lifornia into the Union with her constitutional boundaries.

2d. The bill provides for the erection of a Territorial Gov-
ernment, 10 e:eltjnde that part of the territory of the Unitedr
States lying south of the 42° north latitude east of the State
of California, north of the 35° porth latitude west of the Co -
lorado and Virgin rivers, and the msin easterly branch of the
latter to itd source ; thence west of a due north line 10 the
stimmit of the mountain range dividing the wa'ers flowing
into the Pacific from those flowing into the Great B}ﬂ_n;
thence west of the summit of that nountsin range o its in-
tersection with the 42° north latitude. This Government is
styled the Territory of Utah. )

3d. The bill provides for the erection of a Tetritorial Gov-
ernment, including all the residue of the territory of the Urit-
ed States scquired by the late treaty with the Mexican Re-
public, not included in the State of California and the Terri-

of Utah, more or less, including, of course, the depart-
ment of New Mexico, with its rightful limits, and no more.
The Territory thus erected, or the Territarial Governments to
be formed therefrom, are provided for by a pledge thut they
shall be admitted into the Union, with convenient' limits, as
States, when their population shall h*ﬁﬁm’j and when
they shall have presented a constituti &f rq:\h!iun form
and ask to be admitted, -

4th. As a proposition of compromisg, if the State of Texas
shall consent to and confirm that of the southern boun-
dary of the Territory of New Mexico, as defined; extending
from the intersection of the 34° north latitude,with the Rio
Grande, upon a direct line to the intersection of *T00° of loa-
gitude west from Greenwich, with the Red river or the main
or Salt Fork thereof, and shall quitclaim all the territories
north of said houndary to the extent of her claim to the Unit-
ed States ; in that event certificateg of five per cent. sicck,
amounting, in all, to 10,000,000, are to be deliverad to
Texas by the Secretary of the Treasury of thg United States;
provided that, if Texas shall thus reduce herboundary as
ciaimed by her, such reduction shall not alter the number of
States authorized to be admitted into the Union without any
restriction as to slavery in the juint resolution for annexing
| Texas to the United States ; and provided furtber, that ifthe
State of Texas shall not consent to such reduction, all of tha
fourth proposition shall be null and of no effect by intendment
or otherwise. . > =

Mr. CARTER gave notice of his intention to offer the fol-
lowing proviso as sn amerndmeat to. the bill at uu.propr.r‘
time : . i

« Provided, That the laws apd deerees probibliing slavery
in the Republic of Mexico, and-in foree at thétidie of the ses-
sion of the! New Mexican Territory to thq_’l.""lled States, he
and coatinue in foree in the said T ory until the citiz+ns
thereof shall trame coustitutions and be pdceifed into the
Union as sovereign States.” Tow e
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The following gentlemen compose the commitiee appoint-
ed by the Sesaxer yesterday, on the motida of Mr. Tooxnss,
| and in cempliance witir the request of Mr. Crawronn, the
Becretary of War, to investigats the condWct and relation of
{ that officer to the claith of the repfesentarives of George Lial.
| phit, which claim has been lately adjudicated at one uf the

: partments :

Mr. Bugr, of South Carolina ; Mr. Griwwzrr, of Mas-
| sachusetts ; Mr. Frarasnstox, of Mississippi; Mr. Gax-
| Try, of Tennessee; Mr. Disser, of Ohio; Mr. Jawss G.
i Krxa, of New Jersey; Mr. McLaxauaw, of Penosyivaniag
| Mr. Coxman, of Louisiana: Mr. Josgra W. Jickaow, of
Georgia.

NEW MEXICO AND DESERET. :

M:. STRONG, from the Committee of Electisns, by
unanimous consent, made a report in the case of Arxox W.
Bannirr, Esq, Delegate from Deseret, accompanied by a
resolution that it is inexpedient to admit Almen W. Babbiit
10 a seat in this House ss o delegate from (de aliege] Stata
of Deseret.

Also, a report in the caze of Husa N. Swira, Esq., Dele-
gae from New Mexico, accompanied by a resolution similar
to that in the case of Mr. Babiut.

i THE PRESIDENT § CALIFORNIA MESSAGE.

Oun motion of Mr. RICHARDSON, the House resilved
| itselfinto Commistes of ihe Whole on thestate of the Uaioa,
| (Mr. Boxn, of Kentucky, i the chair,) and mumd the
!comideuti.m of the message of the Presulent of the United

practica seems to. have grown up of interrupting a Senator it e Constitution of the State of Californm.
I_when spe‘nki_ng by addressing him directly instead of adiress | Su;(a: tgﬁﬁ:f;ﬁg entitled to the floor, made a speech
ing the Chair, ns required by the rule. | which cccupied his sllotted hour on the subject of slavery.

The Manual declares that it is o breach of order for one | * v SpPALDING follawed, and also spoke an hour on the
member to interrupt another while speaking, unless by calting | .o wubieer.
him to ord'z, if he departs from it. It seems to me that the | Mr. WALLACE nex! succeedel in obtainiog the oer,
objction should be a very urgent one, indeed, that can justify | .\ vislded 10 @ moucn that the committes rise ; which was
one member in interrupting another while speaking; and |, wud to,

Semator rising to explaia should address the Chair,

dent, as presiding officer of this body, tln‘pomwequu

paisage, bl ip faver.
mmlm -

ebruary. They were accordingly laid on the

Senator to order for words spoken in debate '

by the rule.

that all would find it to their advantage if this rule were more |~ 4.1 the commiltee rose, and the House adjourned.

stricily enforeed than it has been ; and thit in all cases the | - e e
uuquirodlsclluol. BOUKS of every deseription lor sale by e
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